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FOR THE AMBASSADOR 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: OVIP (CARTER, JIMMY) 

SUBJECT: LETTER FROM PRESIDENT CARTER TO KING KHALID 

1 . PLEASE DELIVER THE FOLLOWING TEXT OF A LETTER FROM 
PRESIDENT CARTER DATED JANUARY 4, 1978 TO KING KHALID. 

BEGIN TEXT. 

YOUR MAJESTY: 

DESPITE THE BRIEFNESS OF MY VISIT TO RIYADH, THERE WAS 
NO LACK OF OPPORTUNITY TO EXPERIENCE THE WARMTH OF 
TRADITIONAL SAUDI HOSPITALITY. THE COURTESIES 
EXTENDED TO ME AND THE MEMBERS OF MY PARTY WERE DEEPLY 
APPRECIATED, AND I DEPART YOUR KINGDOM WITH A RENEWED 
SENSE OF THE DEEP FRIENDSHIP WHICH BINDS OUR TWO 
NATIONS TOGETHER. 

OUR DISCUSSIONS HAVE PROVIDED ME WITH VALUABLE 
INSIGHTS INTO THE CURRENT POLITICAL SITUATION IN THE 
MIDDLE EAST. AS A RESUIT OF THESE TALKS, THE UNITED 
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STATES WILL BE BETTER PREPARED TO PLAY A PRODUCTIVE 
ROLE IN FACILITATING THE PEACE PROCESS WHICH BEGAN AS 
A RESULT OF PRESIDENT SADAT'S HISTORIC INITIATIVE. 

PEACE IS NEVER EASILY WON, AND WE HAVE NO ILLUSIONS 
THAT THE HOSTILITY OF GENERATIONS CAN BE ERASED 
OVERNIGHT. BUT THE DEEP COMMITMENT TO PEACE WHICH I 
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SENSED DURING MY TRIP HAS GIVEN ME RENEWED FAITH 
THAT, THROUGH PERSEVERANCE AND GOODWILL BY ALL PARTIES, 
PEACE SHALL PREVAIL. 

ONE OF THE GREAT ASSETS AVAILABLE TO US IN THIS PROCESS 
IS THE DEEP BOND OF FRIENDSHIP AND MUTUAL INTEREST 
WHICH BINDS OUR TWO NATIONS TOGETHER. THAT RELATION- 
SHIP HAS NEVER BEEN STRONGER THAN IT IS TODAY, AND 
THE PERSONAL TIES DEVELOPED IN THE COURSE OF THIS 
VISIT WILL PROVIDE A NEW DIMENSION TO OUR MUTUAL 
RESPECT AND UNDERSTANDING IN THE FUTURE. 

I WOULD LIKE TO THANK YOU FOR THE BEAUTIFUL GOLD CHEST 
YOU PRESENTED TO ME. YOUR GIFT WILL LONG BE TREASURED 
AS A REMEMBRANCE OF MY VISIT TO SAUDI ARABIA, AND THE 
FRIENDSHIP SHARED BY US PERSONALLY AND BY OUR COUNTRIES. 

ON BEHALF OF MYSELF AND THE AMERICAN PEOPLE, PLEASE 
ACCEPT MY VERY BEST WISHES FOR YOUR CONTINUED HEALTH 
AND HAPPINESS AND THE CONTINUED STRENGTH AND PROGRESS 
OF THE PEOPLE OF SAUDI ARABIA. 

SINCERELY, 

(SIGNED) JIMMY CARTER 


HIS MAJESTY 
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KHALID IBN ABD AT.- AZIZ AL-SAUD 
KING OF SAUDI ARABIA 

END TEXT. 

2. ORIGINAL BEING POUCHED. 
VANCE 
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